CHAPTER   VI

ISIS

THE original meaning of the goddess Isis is still more Multi-
difficult to determine than that of her brother and husband j^j.
Osiris. Her attributes and epithets were so numerous that of Isis.
in the hieroglyphics she is called " the many-named," " the
thousand-named/3 and in Greek inscriptions " the myriad-
named." l The late eminent Dutch scholar C. P. Tiele
confessed candidly that " it is now impossible to tell pre-
cisely to what natural phenomena the character of Isis at
first referred/' Yet he adds, " Originally she was a goddess
of fecundity."2 Similarly Dr. Budge writes that a Isis was
the great and beneficent goddess and mother, whose influence
and love pervaded all heaven and earth and the abode of
the dead, and she was the personification of the great
feminine, creative power which conceived, and brought forth
every living creature and thing, from the gods in heaven to
man on the earth, and to the insect on the ground ; what
she brought forth she protected, and cared for, and fed, and
nourished, and she employed her life in using her power
graciously and successfully, not only in creating new beings
but in restoring those that were dead. She was, besides
these things, the highest type of a faithful and loving wife
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